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Kinna for Destroyed Communities of Gush Katif and the
Northern Shomron (May they soon be rebuilt)

By Rav Yehoshua Buch

About the Composition of the Kinna

This kinna was written in the style of the 6t century peytan Rabbi Eliezar HaKalir and his kinna of 24 stanzas about
the 24 mishmarot of the Kohanim in the Bet HaMikdash. Words of the kinna are borrowed from Rabbi Eliezar’s kinna
as well as from the first chapter of Megilat Eicha, according to (Hebrew) alphabetical order. The last line of each
stanza ends with the name of a destroyed yishuv (may they be speedily rebuilt).

All words of the kinna—except for one—are found in Tanakh. The kinna was made from connecting words and parts
of pasukim of Tanakh, although grammar may have necessitated some slight changes. Many words in the kinna have
double meanings. The first and last lines of each stanza rhyme with each other and lines two and three rhyme with
each other.

About the Content of the Kinna

The kinna mourns the destruction of the yishuvim of Gush Katif and the northern Shomron and the expulsion of their
inhabitants. Words of praise are used to describe them such as “heros”, “tzaddikim” etc. The kinna blames all Jews
who took part in the churban (destruction) and expulsion and describes them in harsh words such as “enemies”,
“pursuers” etc.

The first six words are taken from the kinna “Eicha Havatzelet HaSharon” (How the Rose of Sharon Sits) by Rav
Eliezar HaKalir and this is used as a double meaning: praise for Am Yisrael and a blatant hint about the current
situation of man who orchestrated this tragedy. The kinna criticizes him in the strongest manner. The next to last
stanza describes Am Yisrael with words of praise such as “vineyard” and “fruitful” and the last stanza is a prayer for
redemption and ends with the authors name.

For more information, contact Rav Buch at harav@machonshilo.org or +972-2-651-8519.
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